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Dear European peers



Today I would like to tell you about the path Georgia has taken to gain independence, and how events

have unfolded since then.

Georgia is a country with an ancient history. For centuries, it fought for its freedom. Due to attacks
from Russia, Georgians lost their independence. However, the Georgian people never gave up

— they continued to fight, and in 1991, Georgia became an independent country.

From the 1980s, the national liberation movement grew stronger in Georgia. Its goal was to break free
from the Soviet Union. A decisive moment was the tragedy of April 9, 1989, when a peaceful
protest by Georgians was met with brutal violence by Russian forces. That day, the Georgian
people saw the true face of Russia, and on May 26, 1991, Georgia was declared an independent

state.

The period following the restoration of independence was very difficult for Georgia. Cutting ties with
Russia and other Soviet republics led to economic collapse. A civil war began. The president
was overthrown by the people, the opposition, and even members of his own government, and
he fled the country. The nation faced ethnic conflicts, unemployment, power shortages, crime,
and religious strife. Many people emigrated, but due to a lack of language skills, many were

unable to find work abroad.

In 1992, Eduard Shevardnadze became president. During his time in office, the war in Abkhazia began,
and as a result, 20% of Georgia's territory remains occupied to this day. In 1992, Georgia became
the 179th member of the United Nations, and in 1999, the 41st member of the Council of
Europe. This marked the beginning of Georgia’s efforts to move closer to Europe. In 1996,

cooperation between Georgia and the European Union officially began.

The restoration of independence brought many positive changes for the Georgian people. A sense of
freedom in thinking emerged, especially among the youth. There was a cultural revival — the
Georgian language was restored, and Georgian culture developed. The country gained
economic freedom. However, even after independence, Russian influence remains strong in

Georgia’s domestic and foreign policy.

To this day, we are dependent on Russia for oil, food products, and electricity, which creates pressure
on both the economy and society. Part of the population supports a pro-European path, while
another part favors strengthening ties with Russia. Russia continues to try to block Georgia’s

path to NATO and EU membership. It remains a threat to our national security, using tactics



such as shifting borders, cyberattacks, and spreading pro-Russian propaganda on social media

— which mostly affects the older generation.

Our society is still not fully free in its thinking, but in recent years, democratic elections have been
held. Georgia receives support from the European Union, and many laws have been adopted in
the field of human rights. However, the rule of law is not yet equally applied to everyone, and
employment remains a major issue. Since gaining independence, Georgia has made some

progress in aligning with European values, but full integration has not yet been achieved.

Georgia is officially recognized as a democratic state — we have a constitution, a government, and
defined borders. Young people often speak about freedom and human rights, yet Russian
influence in politics is still noticeable. A large number of Georgians live abroad, which raises

concerns about the well-being and financial security of people inside the country.

Georgia has gone through a long and difficult journey to become an independent country. We have
endured many battles, conflicts, and setbacks. But despite all the challenges, we gained our
independence. Today, we are continuing our efforts to embrace and align with European
values. The years following independence were extremely difficult — hunger, unemployment,
crime, and civil war significantly slowed down Georgia’s development. Still, visible progress
has been made, and young people in Georgia are working hard to contribute to the country’s

future and development.
With love,

Nini beridze
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